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CHINESE-FILI PINO DIGEST 


B eijing’s air quality could have given a clue of the kind of recep¬ 
tion that President Rodrigo Duterte would get in his state visit 
to China. Smog filled the air on the day the VIP’s plane touched 
down. The city’s air quality index reached 252, equivalent to 
the air quality inside an airport smoking lounge. 

Beijing-based colleague observed that the portrait in Tiananmen serving as backdrop, 
vould usually “magically” turn blue when A military parade followed and children 
5 event is about to take place or when a were made to wave the Philippine and Chi- 
is coming. The factories near Beijing nese flags. “Welcome to China!” the children 
d be ordered shut, he said, just as China shouted as Duterte passed by. The pomp and 
in the run up to the Olympics. pageantry was a stark contrast to the scaled- 

rhe guest has arrived; the air is still bad,” down welcome ceremony given to President 

lino III when he visited China 


Benigno Aqui 
in 2011. 

Chinese state media was blunt. China 
Daily called Aquino’s legacy in Philippine- 
China relations as a “diplomatic mess” while 
praising Duterte for his “pragmatic” ap¬ 
proach. It described Duterte’s visit as “fruitful 
and rewarding.” 

The paper made sure that the contrast was 
highlighted on the front page with a quote 
from a Chinese think tank researcher who 
said, “Unlike his predecessor Benigno Aquino 
III... Duterte has taken an independent ap¬ 
proach in diplomatic policies.” 

Chinese officials were no less effusive. Af¬ 
ter Duterte and Xi witnessed the signing of 
agreements on various fields of cooperation, 
Chinese Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Liu 
Zhenmin told reporters that the “visit signifies 
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Many of the old structures built 
by and for Chinese Filipinos have 
been destroyed due to demands of 
modernization. Only the structures 
in the Chinese Cemetery in Manila 
remain testament to the historical 
evolution of the Tsinoy community. 


ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS MAIL MATTER AT THE MANILA CENTRAL POST OFFICE, FEB. 17,1992 UNDER PERMIT NO. 2C-14-06-164 
ISSN 0116-6689 I VOL. 29 | NO. 11 



CONTENTS 

community News 3-4,6 

Chan receives outstanding aiumni award 
Proud to be Pinoy 

• PH Diwata-1 captures worid's best images 

• Anelle Frayna: First Filipino female chess GM 

• Former Miss Chinatown is 2016 Miss Grand Int'l 

first runner up 
L'Opera on Wheels in Maniia 
P90M typhoon aid from China 
NUS releases Photography in Southeast Asia: A Survey 
2 Chinese nationals killed as agents raid shabu iab, 
drugs warehouse in Isabela 
Kidnap Watch 



Opinion 5 

Tsinoy Beats and Bytes: Living in interesting times 
Gems of History: Fires in Parian 

Round up 7 

COVER 8 

Architecture of the Manila Chinese Cemetery 

Health 11 

Remedies for canker sores, warts and coid sores 

Chinesecuiture 12-13 

Romance of the Three Kingdoms: The Battle at the Red Cliff (5) 
When words fail, use idioms... Hokkien styie (31) 

FEATURES 14-16 

State visit in the time of smog 
My ghost story 


TJsy FORTNIGHTLY | November 1-14,2016 | 3 


whereto 


Ringo Bunoan: Bookworks I 
Mark Valenzuela: Violently 

Art Informal 

277 Connecticut St., Greenhills East 

Mandaluyong City 

^until Nov. 12 ®725-8518 

Mischa: Resindipity 

Reflections Gallery, Museo Orlina 
Hollywood Subdivision Rd. 
Brgy.Tolentino East, Hollywood Subd. 
Tagaytay City 

^until Nov. 13 ©0917-5315108 

^info@museo-orlina.org 

Mars Ravelo Reinterpreted 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
Roxas Blvd. cor. Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. 
CCP Complex, Pasay City 
:^until Nov. 13 ©832-1125 

^ccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Avenue cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 

•Faces, Bodies & Places II 

^until Nov. 5 

•How to publish your book locally 
and internationally with Samantha 
Sotto and Mina Esguerra 

^Nov. 12 (2-5 p.m. Fees apply) 
•Doble Mirada: Madrid - Manila 

^until Dec. 4 ©759-8288 

^asklibrarian@filipinaslibrary.org.ph 

Yellow Green Sound Town 

Bulwagang Fernando Amorsolo 
(Small Gallery) 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
CCP Complex, Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 
^until Nov. 20 ©832-3702 

^ccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

Kasibulan’s Ebarotika! 

Sining Kamalig Art Gallery 
All Mall, Gen. McArthur cor. Times 
Square Aves., Araneta Center, Cubao 
Quezon City 

^until Nov. 23 ©912-3771 

^art@worldexperience.ph 

@Yuchengco Museum 

RCBC Plaza, corner Ayala and Gil 
PuyatAves., Makati City 

•Castrillo:The Next Generation 

Dragon Gallery 

'^dragongallery@yuchengcomuseum.org 

• Mexican Modernity: 20th Century 
Paintings from the Zapanta 
Mexican Art Collection 
•Eduardo Castrillo @ 50: 

Moving the Legacy Forward 
^until Nov. 24 ©889-1234 

^info@yuchengcomuseum.org 

Ateneo Art Awards 2016 Exhibition 

Ateneo Art Gallery 
Rizal Library Special Collections Bldg. 
Ateneo de Manila University 
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights 
Quezon City 

^until Dec. 3 ©426-6488 

^aag@ateneo.edu 


community 

News 


Chan receives outstanding alumni award 


Carlos Chan, special envoy to 
China and chairman of Liwayway 
Holdings Co. Ltd., was conferred 
the 2016 Outstanding Alumni 
Award by the Chiang Kai Shek 
College Alumni Association at the 
Manila Hotel last Oct. 26. 

Chan is known for making Oishi 
snacks the leading brand in Asia, with 
15 factories in China and manufac¬ 
turing facilities in Vietnam, Indone¬ 
sia, Myanmar, India and Thailand. 


In his role as special envoy to 
China, Chan initiated numerous 
sisterhood pacts between provinces 
and cities of the Philippines and 
China. 

He also initiated several people- 
to-people exchanges to improve 
Philippines-China relations. 

Chan is currently president of 
Kaisa Heritage Foundation and 
past chairman of Soong Ching Ling 
Foundation-Philippines. 


He was invited to attend the 
opening ceremony of the National 
People s Congress and the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference in Beijing in 2011 
as outstanding overseas Chinese 
representative. 

As a proud alumnus of CKSC, 
Chan continues to play a key role 
in nation building and being pro¬ 
active in the global market while 
preserving his rich cultural heritage. 



Carlos Chan 


PH Diwata-1 captures world’s best images 



The first Philippine-made Di- 
wata-1 has received praises for captur¬ 
ing the world’s best high-resolution 
images during its test phase. 

Hokkaido University report 
praised the Department of Science 
and Technology’s Advanced Science 
and Technology Institute and the 
University of the 
Philippines 
D i 1 i m a n 
' and gave 





recognition to 
the Philippine 


microsatellite. 

Diwata-1 used the High Precision 
Telescope to take photos and has 
a ground resolution of 3 meters at 
nadir (or lowest point). 

It “has successfully captured 
images with a ground resolution of 
about 3m - a world-best for a 50 kg- 
class microsatellite,” the report said. 

In a comparison of the Diwata-1 
images to those taken by the 2,600 kg 
American earth observation satellite 
Landsat 8’s operational land imager, 
researchers found that Diwata-1 ’s 3m 


ground resolution fares better with 
images that “clearly identify trees, rock 
surface, mountain paths, river and 
some man-made objects” compared 
to that of Landsat 8’s OLI’s 30m 
captures with “unclear geographical 
features and are only able to identify 
rough structures,” the report stated. 

Because of Diwata-Ts ability to 
capture clear images, the Philippine 
Council for Industry, Energy and 
Emerging Technology Research and 
Development noted how helpful the 
microsatellite could be in determining 
disaster affected areas. 

Diwata-1 began normal 
operations last August, capturing 
images on a regular basis to provide 
data that would help improve 
the country’s damage assessment 
from disasters, weather detection 
technology, fisheries and vegetation 
survey, and observation to the 
environmental changes. 

The Philippine Earth Data 


Former Miss Chinatown is 2016 Miss Grand Int’l first runner-up 


Filipina Nicole Cordoves {[] 0 
n ), former Miss Chinatown 2014, 
is first runner-up at the Miss Grand 
International 2016 pageant held at 
the Westgate Hotel and Casino in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, on Oct. 26. 

Cordoves, an alumna of Makati 
Hope Christian School, is an AB 
Economics graduate of the Ateneo 
de Manila University. 

Her win is the highest ranking 
that a Filipina beauty queen has 
achieved at the Miss Grand Inter¬ 
national pageant. 

Annalie Forbes placed third run¬ 
ner up in 2013, while Parul Shah 
was second runner up in 2015. 

Cordoves lost the title to Ariska 


Putri Pertiwi of In¬ 
donesia. 

Cordoves im¬ 
pressed the crowd 
with her prepared 
speech: each candi¬ 
date who made it 
to the top 10 was 
tasked to expound 
on war and violence 
in the world. 

“These kids, they 
do not need us to win wars for them. 
They need us to build a world for 
them that will allow them to dream, 
to grow, to live,” Cordoves said, re¬ 
ferring to children she would spend 
time with as a volunteer. 


She expressed her 
anger at the fact that 
women and chil¬ 
dren have to worry 
about bullets and 
bombs the moment 
they step out of their 
homes. 

Her fortunes 
changed, however, 
into the final Ques¬ 
tion and Answer 
portion. Cordoves was jeered after 
declaring that she would ask Donald 
Trump for help over Hillary Clinton 
to stop war and violence. 

“What if we actually use his voice 
to do good?” she argued. 



Resources Observation in Subic, 
Zambales is the ground station to 
receive data from Diwata-1. 

Diwata-1 is a product of thesis 
studies of Filipino scientists and 
joint project of U.P. and DOST 
in cooperation with Hokkaido and 
Tohoku Universities in Japan where 
the Filipino scientists are studying for 
their Masters program. 



GM Janelle Mae Frayna 


Anelle Frayna: 
First Filipino 
female chess GM 

Far Eastern University student 
and candidate Janelle Mae Frayna 
is officially the first Filipino female 
chess Grand Master. 

Frayna won over male and 
female GMs with international 
master titles at the 42nd World 
Chess Olympiad held in September 
at Baku, Azerbaijan. 

The 20-year-old Psychology 
senior student had a rating of2281 
at the end of the chess Olympiad, 
leaving a record of four wins, four 
draws, and one loss in nine games 
and earning her the GM title. 

The Albay native studied at the 
Divine Word High School before 
moving to Manila for her high 
school and college. 
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community 

News 


2 Chinese nationals killed as agents raid shabu lab, drugs warehouse in Isabela 



Two Chinese nationals died in 
a firefight with authorities on Oct. 
23, when the police raided a shabu 
laboratory hidden in a houseware 


depot owned by a former Isabela 
town mayor. 

Philippine National Police chief 
Ronald dela Rosa identified the 


FINISHING PRODUCTS 


slain suspects as Jixin Li Huang 
alias Kim Punzalan Uy and Cangbo 
Sheng In from Fujian province, 
based on a passport recovered at the 
crime scene. 

Police are determining if 
the slain alias Punzalan and 
drug lord Atong Lee were the 
same person. 

A caliber .45 pistol and an 
Ingram 9mm machine pistol 
were recovered from the slain 


PHiUPPfNE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 

RED OCTAGON DISTRIBUTION PHILIPPINES, INC. 

102-E R. LAGMAY ST., SAN JUAN, METRO MANILA 
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men. 

Dela Rosa said the police 
recovered some documents 



RELEASED: Tsinoy 
BUSINESSMAN,afterran- 

som payment, hours after 
his abduction, on Oct. 25. 
The victim was kidnapped 
in Tondo. 


written in Chinese characters in 
the warehouse office, and these 
would be later decoded. 

Thirty plastic containers and 
20 drums believed to contain 
chemicals and apparatus used for 
manufacturing shabu were found 
inside the warehouse fronting as a 
houseware depot. 

The clandestine laboratory 
can manufacture up to 400 kilos 
of shabu in a week, according to 
police. 

Cauayan City Vice 
Mayor Leoncio Dalin Jr. 


KIDNAPPED: South Korean cargo 
ship captain PARK JUL HDNG 

and Filipino crewman GLENN 
ALINDAJAD, by suspected Abu 
Sayyaf militants, off Bongao, Tawi- 
Tawi, on Oct. 20. The cargo ship 
MV Dong Bang Giant was on its 
way to South Korea from Australia 
when they were intercepted by at 
least 10 gunmen in the Sulu Sea. 
The captain was able to make a 
distress call before he was taken 


said the warehouse is owned 
by businessman Manuel Tio, 
former mayor of the adjoining 
municipality of Luna, based on 
city government records. 

City police chief Supt. Ariel 
Quilang said the local police would 
invite Tio to shed light on the 
matter and also identify the owner 
of a Toyota Hilux (ABB 3553) 
found near the clandestine drug 
laboratory. 

Authorities have yet to 
determine the value of the seized 
drug items. 


by the bandits. 

ARRESTED: Suspected Abu 
Sayyaf member Ibrahim Ak- 
bar, alias Ustadz Atti Linto- 
gan, Ustadz Atti and Ustadz 
Namir; by joint security forces; 
in Maluso, Basilan; on Oct. 19. 
Authorities tagged Akbar, who 
has a P600,000 bounty on his 
head, in the kidnapping of Span¬ 
ish priest Fr. Bernardo Blanco 
in 2003. 
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Your health 
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Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 
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Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 
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PHIUPPINE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 
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OPINION 



T he good news: President Rodrigo Duterte and his 
delegation brought home a US$24-billion package of 
loans and investments from his Oct. 18 to 21 state visit to 
China. In addition, China extended P90 million in aid for 
victims of typhoon “Lawin.” 

The bad news: Some people are miffed at his unexpurgated 
foreign policy pronouncements that his Cabinet and allies 
tried to re-interpret and “put into context.” 

“Americans are loud, sometimes rowdy. Their larynx is not 
adjusted to civility,” Duterte said in a business forum on the 
last day of his visit. 

He then made the jolting statement: “I announce my 
separation from the United States, both in military...but 
economics also.” 

Duterte said he would depend more on Chinese ties in 
moving the country forward. 

I’ve always maintained that the South China Sea-West 
Philippine Sea conflict can be addressed only if we give 
diplomacy a chance. But a former Philippine ambassador 
remarked to me privately that Duterte’s choice of words 
announcing his “separation” from the United States is not just 
undiplomatic but also a serious breach of protocol. 

“Imagine, rudely castigating a country like the United 
States while he was a guest of another country, and a rival at 
that. Such insulting remarks could have been said when he 
was back home in the Philippines. How do you feel when 
your honored guest lambasted another honored guest in your 
home? Where is the civility in that?” my ex-ambassador friend 
fumed. He said he doubts Duterte is even aware that his words 
had serious policy implications. 

Duterte would later explain that “separation” did not mean 
severance or cutting of diplomatic relations. It merely means 
to “chart another way” the country’s foreign policy, away from 
the Western power, he said. 

I do not agree with the way Duterte announced his 
“separation” from the U.S., but I do believe it is time for a 
paradigm shift: Filipinos have to change their mindset that 
Uncle Sam is bighearted and can do no wrong. 


Gems of History 

By Go Bon Juan 


T he famous Chinese Volunteer Fire Brigade was orga¬ 
nized mainly because of two fires that almost devastated 
Chinatown in Manila - the 1962 fire in Divisoria and the 
1968 fire that started on Ongpin Street. These made the 
Chinese community realize they had to rely on themselves 
and get organized to effectively fight the fires they had 
encountered so often. 

It is interesting to note that fire is a frequent occur¬ 
rence in Chinatown not just in modern times. During 
the Spanish period, there were several fires that destroyed 
the Parian. 

In the Philippine Social Science Review (2012, 64.2), an 
article by Ranly M. Madrid of the University of the Philip¬ 
pines Visayas in Iloilo City titled “A History of Disastrous 
Fires in Philippine Chinatown” discussed “the history of the 


in interesting times 


Businessmen applaud, frown 

Business groups are split in their assessment of the gains from 
Duterte’s China trip. Most are upbeat about the new direct 
investments and soft loans on major infrastructure projects. 

Labor group Associated Labor Unions expects around 2.4 
million jobs to be generated, particularly in the construction 
sector. Skilled construction workers displaced from Saudi 
Arabia will benefit from the PI5 billion in prospective 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


investments made between China and the Philippines during 
Dutette’s state visit, the labor group said. 

In contrast, the greatest worry is expressed by the business 
outsourcing industry. The IT-BPO Association of the 
Philippines, made up of 326 companies and comprising 
about 90 percent of the industry’s 1.2 million direct-hired 
employees, issued a statement that its investors are concerned 
about Duterte’s anti-American sentiments. 

Several American firms outsource operations in the 
Philippines, where labor is cheaper and agents speak better 
English. A lot of these call centers cater to the American market. 
Reactions from the U.S. indicate that investors ate unhappy 
about Dutette’s foreign policy pivot to China at the expense 
of the U.S. and may decide to pull out from the Philippines. 

The Philippines’ BPO sector is a $25 billion a year industry. 

Senators’ sentiments 

Even senators ate bothered by the President’s foreign policy 
pronouncements. They are particularly concerned about the 
economic backlash from U.S. considering that it is out biggest 
trading partner. 

The administration may be giving too much importance 
to its relations with China to the detriment of the country’s 
struggle to preserve its maritime domain and recover territories 
seized by the Chinese, Sen. Risa Hontiveros said. 

“President Duterte must understand that the country 
cannot possibly have a respectable foreign policy by ditching 

Fires in 

fires in Parian that aims to show how fire management helped 
preserve social order in the capital city.” Madrid provided data 
about fires that occurred in the Chinese community from the 
16th century to the 18th century. 

The first Parian was built on the marshy southern banks 
of the Pasig Rivet in 1581. Unfortunately, it was consumed 
by fire on Jan. 30, 1583. 

Antonio Motga in 1609 wrote: “In the time of Diego 
Ronquillo, a fire began in the church of San Agustin around 
mid-day when the doors of the church were closed; it became 
so destructive that in a few hours the city which was then built 
with wood was consumed.” 

Alberto Santamaria, O.P., said, “The fire occurred at 3 p.m. 
on Jan. 30, burning several houses in the silk street.” 

The Chinese built the second Parian in what is now the site 


the chains of one colonial master in exchange for another, 
by rejecting U.S. imperialism only to accede to the Chinese 
government’s regional bullying and social-imperialism, by 
preferring another power because it turns a blind eye to the 
government’s alleged human tights violations,” she said. 

Sen. Ralph Recto reminded Duterte that his decision to 
cut ties with the U.S. will ultimately affect many lives of 
Filipinos and that the U.S. remains to be the biggest source 
of foreign exchange remittances. 

Sen. Antonio Ttillanes IV said cutting ties with the U.S. 
is a clear indication that Duterte is really a “communist.” 

Sen. Leila de Lima described the pronouncement of 
Duterte as a cleat “betrayal” and a “material concealment” 
from the Filipino people, especially that his new foreign policy 
direction was announced in front of foreigners. 

Even President Fidel V. Ramos, a key supporter of Duterte’s 
presidential bid whom Duterte acknowledged during his 
inaugural speech, criticized the President’s first 100 days. 

Ramos said Duterte could have done better “if he had 
hit the ground tunning instead of being stuck in unending 
controversies about extrajudicial killings of drug suspects 
and in his ability at using cuss-words and insults instead of 
civilized language.” 

One of the issues Ramos took Duterte to task was on 
his puzzling animosity towards the U.S. and his “equally 
discombobulating mix of ‘off-and-on’ statements on 
Philippines-U.S. relations, particularly on security and 
economic matters.” 

I think it is useless for people to believe that Duterte would 
listen to his advisers. He has often repeated that he is what he 
is, and people should accept him or get lost. We saw Japan’s 
TV focus on Foreign Secretary Perfecto Yasay as he listened 
tensely, literally on the edge of his seat, to Dutette’s speech 
in Japan where he visibly tried to hold back what he really 
wanted to say. It is a tough job to troubleshoot and soften 
the impact of what comes out of out nation’s leader’s mouth. 

As the Chinese expression goes, “May you live in 
interesting times.” 

Parian 

of San Juan de Lettan. The structures were made of straw, 
and a fire in 1588 burned them to the ground. 

The Parian was transferred to Binondo in 1594. How¬ 
ever, a fire destroyed the Binondo Parian in 1597. 

The biggest fires occurred in the 17th century. The first 
was associated with the 1603 Chinese uprising, which re¬ 
sulted in the massacre of about 23,000 Chinese in Manila 
and its environs. 

In 1628, a fire burned down 800 Parian houses. Wu 
Chinghong cited a personal account of Hernando Estrada: 
“Fite began at 1:00 at night on Match 13 in Parian, where 
mote than 12,000 Chinese live outside the wall of the city 
of Manila (Inttamutos). Within five hours, all was razed.” 

GEIVIS, p. 6 
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UOpera on Wheels in Manila NUS releases Photography 

^ in Southeast Asia: A Survey 


Societa Dante Aligh¬ 
ieri Comitato di Manila 
and Lyric Opera Philip¬ 
pines, under the auspices 
of the Italian Embassy, 

Manila, officially start the 
first season of L’Opera on 
Wheels this November. 

LyrOpera is an op¬ 
era company known for 
presenting opera produc¬ 
tions and opera-themed 
shows of outstanding 
quality utilizing both 
local and international 
talents. 

SDA Manila promotes 
the Italian language and 
culture in the Philippines 
and creates opportunities 
for cultural partnerships 
and linkages between the 
Filipino and Italian com¬ 
munities. 

The two organizations teamed 
up to bring a refreshing spin on 
classic opera through L’Opera on 
Wheels to make it accessible to a 
broader audience. 

As homage to the Italian “Sommo 
Poeta,” Dante Alighieri, L’Opera 
on Wheels will feature Giacomo 
Puccini’s “Gianni Schicchi,” a 
one-act comic opera inspired from 
Dante’s “Inferno Ganto XXX” 
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which premieres on Nov. 13 at the 
newly-reconstructed TIU Theater 
(formerly Louie THX Ginema) at 
the Mile Long Gompound, Makati 
and will run until Nov. 26. 

The Philippine production is led 
by internationally acclaimed opera 
singer Noel Azcona who plays con 
man Gianni Schicchi, pretending to 
be the dying Bouso Donati in order 
to reverse the wealthy man’s will in 


favor of his family. 

All throughout Decem¬ 
ber, L’Opera on Wheels 
will tour malls and public 
spaces with special Ghrist- 
mas concerts featuring 
classic Ghristmas music 
from Italy and all over the 
world. 

Gome February 2017, 
it will showcase Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart’s “Gosi 
fan Tutte” with Naomi 
Sison, Mary Patrice Pacis, 
Vidagrace Mirang, Renz 
Nathaniel Gruz and 
Nomher Nival. 

This romance-comedy 
opera about two sisters 
whose love is tested by 
their respective lovers and 
their struggle to fight the 
temptations of new love, 
debuts on February 12 
and will run until February 26, 
2017. 

Tickets are available at Ticket 
World. 

For inquiries, contact SDA 
Manila at 759-2016 or email 
sda.manila@dantemanila.com 


The NUS Press Singapore re¬ 
cently released its latest publication. 
Photography in Southeast Asia: A 
Survey, by writer, curator and artist 
Zhuang Wubin. 

Photography is a comprehensive 
attempt to map the emergence and 
trajectories of photographic prac¬ 
tices in Southeast Asia. 

The narrative begins in the 
colonial era, at the point when the 
transfer of photographic technology 
occurred between visiting practitio¬ 
ners and local photographers. 

With individual chapters 
dedicated to the countries of 
Brunei, Gambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 
and the Philippines, the bulk of 
the book spans the post-WWII 
era to the contemporary, focusing 
on practitioners who operate with 
agency and autonomy. 

The relationship between art 
and photography, which has been 
defined very narrowly over the de¬ 
cades, is re-examined in the process. 

Photography also offers an entry 
point into the cultural and social 
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practices of the region, and a prism 
into the personal desires and creative 
decisions of its practitioners. 

Zhuang is the 2010 recipient 
of the research grant from Prince 
Glaus Fund (Amsterdam) and an 
editorial board member of Trans- 
Asia Photography Review, a journal 
published by the Hampshire Gollege 
and the University of Michigan 
Scholarly Publication Office. 

Limited copies are available at 
Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran. 

Please call 526-6796 or email 
info@kaisa.org.ph for more 
information. 


P90M typhoon aid from China 
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President Duterte said Ghina donated P89.8 
million in aid for the victims of Super Typhoon 
Lawin (international name “Raima”). 

The President announced the donation during 
his meeting with Ghinese Ambassador to the 
Philippines Zhao Jianhua in Malacanang. 

“This will go a long way to rehabilitate and return 
the people, our countrymen to normal life. For our 
country it will surely go a long way,” he said. 

The P50-milhon donation is to aid farmers and 
fishermen in typhoon-affected regions. Additionally, 
Ghina will give P35 million to the Philippines’ anti¬ 
disaster efforts. 

The Red Gross Society of Ghina will also provide 

GEM 

In 1639, a Ghinese revolt in Galamba, Laguna 
spread to Manila. The rebels crossed Pasig River 
to Binondo and torched its church. As buildings 
made of light materials in Binondo burned, the 
survivors sought refuge in the church and convent 
made of stone. 

In 1642, a fire wiped out Parian. A friar described 
it vividly: “One night, when they were holding one 
of their funeral services in honor of their dead, they 
used so many candles and burned paper and other 


humanitarian aid of $100,000. 

The President said the assistance was purely out 
of Ghina’s “benevolence” with “no strings attached.” 

Zhao said it was Ghina’s “duty and responsibility” 
to help those affected by disasters. 

“As friends, as brothers, it’s our duty and 
responsibility to provide assistance to the victims 
of typhoon,” he said. 

Super Typhoon Lawin, with winds of 225 
kilometers per hour, hammered most parts of 
northern Luzon last week. It is considered the 
strongest typhoon to hit the country this year, 
wreaking billions of pesos in damage and at least 
12 casualties. 

'j fromp. 5 

things pertaining to magic that the houses caught fire 
and the fire spread with the aid of the north wind and 
became so powerful that in a short while, the greater 
part of Parian was razed and much property was lost.” 

Then, during the British Occupation of Manila 
(1762-1764), after the surrender of Manila, the 
British troops pillaged and burned more than 400 
houses in Binondo and Santa Gruz. 

All in all, there were eight fires that occurred in 
Parian and Binondo from 1583 to 1762. 
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Mexico's Acapulco yields 400-year-old Chinese porcelain 


Mexican archaeologists have 
uncovered thousands of fragments 
of a 400-year-old shipment of 
Ghinese “export-quality porcelain” 
in the Pacific Goast port of 
Acapulco. 

The shipment, consisting of rice 
bowls, cups, plates and platters, 
dates from the reign of the Ming 
Dynasty’s 13th emperor, Wanli 
(1572-1620). 

It is believed to have arrived 
aboard the Ghina Galleon, which 
regularly sailed between Asia and 
the New World. 

“During its 250 years of cabotage 
along the coasts of the Pacific in the 
Americas, the Ghina Galleon left an 
indelible trail,” Mexico’s National 
Institute of Anthropology and 
History said. 

Archaeologist Roberto Junco 
said the blue-and-white porcelain, 
painted with images of birds, 
beetles, swans, ducks, deer and other 

Hezhou is "World 
Longevity City' 

On Oct. 19, the city of Hezhou 
in Guangxi was named “World 
Longevity Gity.” 

A certificate was presented to the 
city by Zou Ping, vice chair of the 
International Experts Gommittee 
on Population Aging and Longev¬ 
ity, and Thomas Krafft, co-chair of 
the Gommission on Environment 
and Health of the International 
Geographic Union. 

Hezhou Gity Mayor Li 
Hongqing, said there are more than 
334,000 people over 60 in Hezhou. 

The over-80 population includes 


depictions of nature, was made in 
Zhangzhou, capital of south-central 
Fujian province, and Jingdezhen, in 
Jiangxi province, which is known as 
Ghina’s “Porcelain Gapital.” 

The find, located no more than a 
meter and a half below ground near 
Acapulco’s Gathedral, known as the 
Old Quarter, included fragments 
of a coarser type of ceramic used 
to make containers for shipping 
provisions, such as spices and 
liquids. 

Mexico’s ports were often 
targeted by pirates, which could 
explain why the shipment appears 
to have been destroyed. 

The discovery coincides with 
an exhibit at Mexico Gity’s Franz 
Mayer Museum called “Return 
Voyage: The Ghina Galleon 
and the Baroque in Mexico,” 
which highlights Ghina’s artistic 
influence on the New World 
through trade. 



A centenarian couple in Hezhou 


more than 62,000 residents, ac¬ 
counting for 18.5 percent of the 
total elderly population. 

The city also has 458 centenar¬ 
ians, and an average life expectancy 
of 78.01 years. 


Trade ties between Mexico and 
Ghina have linked the two regions 
for centuries. 

The Ghina Galleon regularly 
sailed between Acapulco and other 
Mexican ports, and Manila and 
today’s Taiwan, where it would load 
up on Ghinese spices and silks, and 
other goods. 

Fabricio Antonio Fonseca, a 
researcher at Golegio de Mexico, 
says the initial encounter between 
Mexico and Ghina occurred when 
the galleon first sailed into a 
Mexican port. 

The discovery of new maritime 
routes linking Asia, the New 
World and Europe in the 15th and 
16th centuries launched an era of 
unprecedented global trade and 
cultural exchange. 

Evidence even shows that 
starting in 1565, Ghinese crews 
manned the return trips to Mexico, 
said Fonseca. 



An archaeologist works on 
an antique Chinese porcelain 
fragment in the city of Acapulco. 
Thousands of fragments, some 
painted with images of birds 
(inset) were unearthed, [xinhua] 


Shanghai opens 'comfort women' museum 


A comfort women museum 
established in Shanghai displays 
various items donated by research¬ 
ers and survivors to expose the 
notorious crimes of Japanese troops 
during World War IF 

The museum at Shanghai Nor¬ 
mal University has displayed items 
such as the condoms Japanese 
soldiers used during WWII, which 
researchers obtained when survey¬ 
ing the sites of comfort women 
stations of Japanese troops. 

Other items include photos, 
testimonies of victims, passports of 
victims who went to Japan to file 
lawsuits, and the indictments from 


the first group of victims from the 
Ghinese mainland to ask for com¬ 
pensation from Japan. 

Ghen Liancun, a 90-year-old 
victim from south Ghina’s Hainan 
province, and an 88-year-old survi¬ 
vor from the Republic of Korea at¬ 
tended the opening of the museum. 

Ghen was 13 when she was raped 
by three Japanese soldiers while 
tending to cattle on a hill. 

Three years later, she was cap¬ 
tured along with other girls in 
nearby villages by Japanese troops to 
serve as comfort women in Baoting 
Gounty, Hainan. 

Some 400,000 women in Asia 


were forced to serve as comfort 
women for the Japanese army dur¬ 
ing WWII, nearly half of whom 
were Ghinese, said Su Zhiliang, 
director of the comfort women 
research center at the university. 

Su said there are only 19 surviv¬ 
ing comfort women on the Ghinese 
mainland. 

NGOs from countries including 
Ghina, the ROK and Indonesia 
are working together to nominate 
documentation about comfort 
women for inclusion in the Memory 
of the World Register, established by 
UNESGO in the 1990s to preserve the 
world's most important documents. 


Modern structures demolished at 


Beijing Palace Museum has 
started a key restoration project 
that will demolish existing modern 
structures to restore the former glory 
of the Forbidden Gity. 

The structures, totaling 14,800 
square meters and scattered in dif¬ 
ferent areas of the ancient building 
complexes, will be gradually taken 
down and the project is expected to 
be finished in the first half of next 
year, said the museum. 

The Palace Museum, located in 
the Forbidden Gity, was the impe¬ 


rial palace of 24 emperors during 
the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing 
(1644-1911) dynasties, until the 
end of Ghinese imperial history. 

“The Qianqing Gate used to 
be the place of morning meeting 
between the emperor and the high- 
ranking officials. People want to see 
the ancient buildings, the history, 
not the modern shops. And so we 
are tearing down all of those that do 
not belong here,” said Shan Jixiang, 
director of Palace Museum. 

After the palace opened to the 


Forbidden City 

public, new buildings were con¬ 
structed for administrative and 
other usage. 

In 2013, the Palace Museum ini¬ 
tiated a project aimed to better pre¬ 
serve the cultural relics in response 
to rising awareness to maintain the 
integrity of the original construction. 

As part of the preservation effort, 
the museum has held the biggest 
fire-drill ever. As most of the struc¬ 
tures are made of wood, fire safety 
is the most important thing for the 
palace. 



113 ancient tombs discovered in Hebei. Archaeologists at the ancient tomb 
site in Huanghua City, north China’s Hebei province discovered a total of 113 
tombs, estimated to be more than 2,000 years old. The tombs, all of the urn 
burial type, are part of the Fudi city ruins in Huanghua, Hebei, [xinhua/yang 
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Architecture of the 
Manila Chinese Cemeten 

- a showcase of syncretism and hybrid identity * 





By Erik Akpedonu 


T he vast necropolis in the north of Manilas Sta. Cruz district, consisting of the North, La Loma and 
Chinese cemeteries, is a veritable museum to the evolution of Western and Chinese architectural styles 
and their adaptation and transformation in the Philippines over the past 150 years. Among them, the 
Manila Chinese Cemetery is an important repository of the evolution of the Chinese in the Philippines 
and their ultimate transformation from immigrants to todays “Tsinoys.” 


Initiated in 1843, the multi-denominational cemetery was 
founded or enlarged in 1863 by Lim Ong, gobernadorcillo of the 
Chinese community in Binondo. Owned and managed by the 
Philippine-Chinese Charitable Association, it was substantially 
enlarged in 1878 and again in the 1950s. 

With the constant re-development of Binondo and San Nicolas, 
Manilas original “Chinatown,” and the ceaseless demolition of their 
historic buildings in the name of “progress” and profitability, it is 
the cemetery which bears witness to centuries of migration, persecu¬ 
tion, struggle, and ultimate integration of the Chinese community. 

Cemeteries the world over reflect the identity, values and beliefs of 
a society, its history, evolution and achievements, as well as social and 
racial/ethnic stratification. As such, the Manila Chinese Cemetery 
illustrates what characterizes the Tsinoy community: its widespread 
religious syncretism and cultural hybridism and adaptability. 

Far from merely copying western models of art and architecture, the 
builders of these tombs and mausoleums merged Western and Chinese 
building traditions into a unique hybrid architecture, a synthesis of East 
and West characteristic of Tsinoy material and non-material culture. 
19 th century changes 

The fine mausoleums and tombs at the North, La Loma, and 
Chinese cemeteries are the product of revolutionary changes in 
European cemetery design in the early 19th century. 

Municipal-owned and secular, these new, carefully laid out and 
landscaped garden cemeteries were established at the periphery of 
the rapidly growing industrial cities. Plots here could be bought 


or leased long-term, thus enabling personal commemoration and 
erection of individual tombs and mausoleums. 

With them came a new way of seeing death itself, not as a grizzly 
end, but merely a temporary separation of the deceased from his 
loved ones, resulting in a veritable death cult celebrating the “Beauti¬ 
ful Death” through art, statuary and architecture. 

The oldest tombs still found in the Manila Chinese Cemetery 
today resemble those in colonial-era churches: large granite or marble 
slabs engraved with the name, place of origin, and life dates of the 
deceased, but now mounted on an above-ground sarcophagus set 
in the midst of a small fenced plot (e.g. tomb of Pilar Tiaoqui de 
Lim-Tuaco from 1895). 

The need to protect visitors at the gravesite during the Qingming 
festival or All Souls Day from the harsh tropical climate of sizzling 
sunshine and torrential rain soon led to tombs covered with roofs, 
as seen in the 1900s tomb of Tiu, an immigrant from Kaiping, 
Guangdong or Canton. Her sepulchers simple roof is carried by 
calados (pierced fretwork) typical of the bahay na bato, the traditional 
Hispanic-Lilipino house. 

Roofs soon proliferated, giving rise to a distinct mausoleum 
culture markedly distinct from Chinese cemeteries in Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand where large Chinese communities also exist. 

Revivalism 

Emerging in the 18th and 19th centuries, popular revivalist styles 
in Europe and North America found their way to the Philippines in 
the late 19th century. Here, their adaptation for funerary architecture 


(From left) The Go-Sun Mausoleum 
is a Gesamtkunstwerkof Streamline 
Art Deco; tomb of Tiu incorporates 
calados of the bahay na bato; and 
tropical Modernism is exemplified by 
the Tan Tiong Mausoleum. 



TijJ 





The Saez-Coguanco Mausoleum displays the 
straight lines of purist Modernism. 
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sparked a wave of exquisite tombs and mausole¬ 
ums in the early decades of the previous century. 

Eirst among the revivalist styles was Neo-Clas¬ 
sicism, which emerged in the mid-18 th century as 
a rational and sober style based on Greco-Roman 
models in response to the Baroque s exuberant and 
theatrical decadence. 

Because of its association with Greek 
democracy and Roman republicanism, it easily 
became the dominant style of public and 
educational architecture of the U.S.A. and in 
extension, of the Philippines. 

The style employs the architectural vocabu¬ 
lary of classic antiquity exemplified by the Sy 
Mausoleum, which is reminiscent of a Greek 
temple in a somewhat modernist interpretation. 


it naturally lent itself to funerary architecture 
and quickly became a preferred style in the 
grand 19th-century cemeteries of Europe and 
the U.S.A., and thence the Philippines. A good 
example is the 1920s Dijiongco Mausoleum 
which employs the style’s classic repertoire of 
spires, crabs, and gargoyles. 

Typical of the hybridism that characterizes 
Tsinoy culture and architecture, some 1930s mau¬ 
soleums (Machuca-Gotanco, Benching) artfully 
combine classic Gothic elements like lancet arches 
with Chinese ones such as guardian Poo Dogs, 
jiannian cutworks and medallions depicting birds, 
dragons and trees. 

Art Deco 

The end of the old world order after World 


spirals, as seen in the beautiful 1930 Dy Buncio 
Mausoleum. 

With the discovery of the tomb ofTutankhamen 
in 1922, Egyptian funerary architecture became 
immensely popular. Por example, the 1948 Li 
Chay Too Mausoleum was modeled after an 
Egyptian temple. 

Inspired by foreign and “exotic” cultures. Art 
Deco easily appropriated classic Chinese design 
motifs, as evident in the 1938 mausoleum of Lim 
Kong Sui, which is crowned by a stylized dou- 
gong, reminiscent of traditional Chinese roofs. 

In contrast. Art Deco’s Streamline Moderne 
in the 1930s emphasizes streamlining and cel¬ 
ebrates the age of speed: racing cars and trains, 
transatlantic flights, and ocean liners, expressed 


the Tacadism’ of Revivalism, it pursued a more 
egalitarian society, completely breaking with 
past and vernacular traditions. 

Modernism proposed globally-valid solu¬ 
tions for urban planning and architecture 
based on universal credos such as “Ornament 
is Crime,” “Porm follows Punction” and “Less 
is More.” 

Its emphasis on structural visibility, natural 
quality of materials, and straightforward design 
is best exemplified by the Saez-Coguanco Mau¬ 
soleum, and the Tan Tiong Mausoleum for its 
Tropical Modernism variant. 

Chinese elements were easily incorporated 
into Modernist base concepts, such as stylized 
dougong roofs or buildings solely composed 





Triumphant return of the ornament: Post-Modernism 


Hidden beauty: the Basa Mausoleum 



The quiet dignity of Neo-Classicism: Sy Mausoleum 



An interesting Neo-Palladian version can be seen 
in the Tambunting Mausoleum just outside the 
Chinese Cemetery. In contrast to “progressive” 
Neo-Classicism is “conservative” Neo-Gothic, a 
revival of the great medieval Gothic, which be¬ 
came immensely popular in 19th century Europe 
and North America. 

A romantic reaction to de-humanizing indus¬ 
trialization, espousing mysticism and spirituality. 


War I spawned revolutionary and comprehensive 
social transformations which sought not only a 
new and more equitable society, but also a new 
contemporary and democratic architecture, giv¬ 
ing rise to Modernism and Art Deco during the 
inter-war period. 

Art Deco’s iconography embodies and 
celebrates the rapid technological progress of the 
dawning machine age. 

Employing a wide range of new, industrially 
made and mass-manufactured materials such as 
chrome and plastics. Art Deco’s ornamentation 
resembles machine-made objects: sharp angles 
and contours, large plain unadorned surfaces, 
dramatic volumes, bright and bold colors, and 
profuse abstraction. 

Typical elements of Art Deco’s 
Zigzag Moderne version are chevrons, 
frozen fountains, zigzags, triangles, 
hexagons, sunbursts, sunflow¬ 
ers, nautilus shells and 


in speed stripes, horizontal grooves, rounded 
corners, and plain unadorned surfaces of white or 
monochrome colors, not only in architecture and 
furniture, but even in mundane objects. The 1940 
Go-Sun Mausoleum is an excellent example. 
Modernism 

hollowing the devastations of World War II, 
Modernism presented not only a fast and cheap 
way of reconstruction in line with the necessary 
frugality of the times, but also offered an alterna¬ 
tive narrative disconnected from the traumas of 
colonialism, occupation and war, promising a 
brave new world. 

Emerging in early 20th-century Europe and 
North America as a socialist-utopian reaction to 






The Dee Cheng Chuan Mausoleum: Imperial splendor 


A scene as if straight from “The Hunchback of Notre Dame”: The Neo-Gothic Dijiongco Mausoleum. 


of stylized Chinese characters such as the Lin 
Mausoleum. 

With rapid technological progress such as 
nuclear technology and space travel, in the 
1950s and 1960s “progress” seemed unstop¬ 
pable, promising an immensely optimistic 
future of endless possibilities. 

Architecture took its cue from these tech¬ 
nologies and translated them into a new, dy¬ 
namic and exciting design vocabulary such as 
paraboloids, ultra-thin concrete shells, folded 
plates, and biomorphic forms. 

These elements also found their way into 
funerary design, as apparent by a number of 
highly dynamic and soaring mausoleums in 
the newer portion of the Chinese Cemetery. 
Post-modernism 

By the 1970s and 1980s, the failure of many 
postwar utopias (communism, progress and 
others) led to re-orientation, socially and archi¬ 
tecturally. With Modernism increasingly seen 
as banal, monotonous and de-humanizing, the 
ornament made a glorious comeback. Undog- 
matic, loud, and colorful, Post-Modernism pro¬ 
claims plurality and artistic freedom, freely and 
playfully mixing past style’s forms and elements. 

In the Philippines with its horror vacui and 
penchant for decoration, Post-Modernism 
quickly became popular, as seen in many 
over-decorated mausoleums in the newest 
portions of the Chinese Cemetery. 

ARCHITECTURE.;^. 10 
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Space Age design: The Ruby Tower Memorial 
honors the victims of the 1968 collapse of the 
Ruby Tower in Binondo. 


ARCHITECTURE, from p. 9 

Chinese styles 

Not surprisingly, a great number of mau¬ 
soleums adhere to traditional Chinese archi¬ 
tecture, which dates back several millenia and 
is primarily guided by feng shui principles. 
Rooted in the belief that the divine manifests 
in the material world, feng shui emphasizes 
balance and harmony which reflect the natural 
hierarchical cosmic order. Thus, symbolism 
(colors, lucky numbers), cardinal directions, 
orientation and the flow of Chi energy, are of 
immense importance. 

The dominant architectural element is 
the often multi-tiered roof with dynamically 
sweeping curves and upbent ridges carried by 
wooden corbels (dougong). Roofs are typi¬ 
cally richly decorated with ceramics depicting 
plants, dragons, birds, and other animals, while 
guardian lions (Foo Dogs) protect important 
entrances. 

The basic principles of traditional Chinese 
architecture and feng shui have been adapted to 
funerary architecture (now executed in concrete 
rather than wood) as evident in a number of 
courtyard mausoleums in the Manila Chinese 
Cemetery. 

The Ongche Mausoleum (ca. 1936) is a 
classic example of the emphasis on symmetry 
and axiality in traditional Chinese architec¬ 
ture, providing a processional route from the 
entrance gate to an open pavillion in the center 
of the structure and on to enclosed burial 
chamber at the end, passing two landscaped 
courtyards en route. 

Also commonly found are pagoda-style 
tombs, such as the Dy Her Chan Mausoleum 
from about 1933 with its three-tiered roof over 
a square footprint characteristic of older his- 



Turtle tombs symbolize long life and the cosmic 
order. 



The sarcophagus of PilarTiaoqui de Lim-Tuaco 
is one of the oldest extant tombs inside the 


cemetery 

toric pagodas in China. One of the cemetery’s 
largest is the Yu Chu (Regal) Mausoleum, a 
massive postwar structure in the newer part of 
the cemetery. 

An interesting combination of the pagoda- 
style with Art Deco can be observed in the 1941 
mausoleum of Dee Ching Chuan, co-founder 
of China Bank, where a massive tower with Art 
Deco-typical massing and window treatment 
combines with traditional Chinese elements 
and motifs, such as a curved tile roof and a series 
of terraces in the forecourt, which, together with 
the intricate details and interior murals, bear 
strong associations to Imperial China. 

Rare are the turtleback tombs, which in 
other parts of Southeast Asia form a mainstay 
of Chinese diaspora cemeteries. Originating in 
South Fujian province, these unroofed burial 
mounds in the shape of a tortoise back sym¬ 
bolize longevity and the shape of the Chinese 
cosmos. 

Yet, in line with Tsinoy religious syncretism, 
even these quintessential “Chinese” tombs 
have been subject to cultural adaptations, as 
manifest by the 1950s Go Mausoleum, where 
a complete Neo-Baroque basilica with Greco- 
Roman and Moorish details is super-imposed 
on a traditional turtle tomb. 


With the vast majority of Philippine Chinese 
migrants coming from South Fujian, it was 
the style of this province with its characteristic 
swallowtail roof often adopted for funerary 
architecture, as can be seen in the 1940 Basa 
Mausoleum, reminiscent of a 19th century 
South Fujian Temple, and the Chong Hock 
Temple from 1878, the oldest such structure 
in the Philippines (demolished 2015). 

The former, as many other mausoleums, 
sports elaborate jiannin mosaics, colorful ce¬ 
ramic cutworks showing plants, animals, and 
humans. The latter, a combination of Chinese 
temple and Catholic chapel where Christian, 
Taoist and Buddhist images are venerated and 
ancestors are commemorated all under the same 
roof, is a good example of the syncretism that 
so characterizes many Tsinoy religious beliefs. 

Such syncretism is facilitated by many com- 
munalities between Chinese polytheism and 
Roman Catholicism, such as the belief in an 
afterlife; certain rituals during religious holidays 
(All Souls Day, Qingming Festival); similarities 
between the Catholic Mother Mary and the 
Chinese goddesses MaTzu and Guan Yin, and 
the intercession of saints and deities in heaven, 
apart from pre-Christian beliefs in spirits and 
superstition. 

Blending of spiritual worlds 

For the Spanish during their 333 years of 
colonial rule in the Philippines, conversion of 
the natives to the Catholic faith was a primary 
goal, which opened personal and business op¬ 
portunities denied to “infldels.” Hence, Filipino 
tolerance, Chinese pragmatism, and systematic 
missionary efforts resulted in the conversions of 
many Chinese immigrants and subsequently 
in the blending of the spiritual worlds of East 
and West. 

The desire of immigrants to blend socially, 
politically and economically into their host 
society, and a colonial policy that actually 
encouraged interracial marriages together with 


Ariful y/ann/n-cutwork of the Basa Mausoleum. 




religious conversion spawned many mixed mar¬ 
riages, leading to the emergence in the 18th 
and their social and economic rise in the 19th 
century of a wealthy and educated mestizo elite 
{Ilustrados) of combined Chinese, Malay and 
Spanish ancestry. 

Thoroughly hispanized and devoudy Catho¬ 
lic, this group later merged with wealthy Chinese 
and Spanish mestizos into the flrst “Filipinos” 
and still forms the country’s elite. With a ten¬ 
dency towards ostentatious display of wealth 
already apparent during the Spanish era, the 
introduction of (limited) participatory democ¬ 
racy under the Americans opened up positions 
of political power and influence for them. 

With the simultaneous entree of the garden 
cemetery culture, their newfound status soon 
found expression in elaborate tombs and mau¬ 
soleums, designed initially by Western archi¬ 
tects, and from the 191 Os onwards increasingly 
by western-trained second-generation Filipino 
architects such as Pablo Antonio, Juan Nakpil, 
and Andres Luna de San Pedro. 

With ever less available land and stiff 
competition from now-en-vogue inner-city 
columbaria and suburban memorial parks, the 
days of grand mausoleums may ultimately be 
numbered. However, with the ongoing out¬ 
migration of Manila’s elite and middle class to 
the surrounding suburbs, many old families 
decided to have their ancestors exhumed and 
transferred as well, causing many flne mauso¬ 
leums to now stand empty and abandoned. 

Hopefully, this important heritage will soon 
be recognized and protected, for these tombs 
are witness to and evidence of the Tsinoy’s firm 
rootedness in Philippine soil. (p 

The author studied Architecture at the Lippe University 
of Applied Science in Detmold, Germany. He is a research as¬ 
sociate at the Institute of Philippine Culture of the Ateneo de 
Manila University. For the IPC, he has conducted extensive 
surveys of historic Filipino architecture in Bohol in2006-2007, 
and since 2008 in Metro Manila. He is co-author (with 
Dr. Czarina Saloma) of Casa Boholana: Vintage Houses of 
Bohol (Ateneo de Manila University Press, 2011) and of two 
forthcoming books (with Dr. Fernando Zialcita) on the built 
heritage of Metro Manila. 

The parable 


was a popular 
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Health Monitor 

By Dr. Willie T. Ong 


Canker sores 

C anker sores (singaw) are small, shallow 
and painful lesions inside the mouth. 
It’s not contagious but it can make 
eating and talking very painful. 

What causes canker sores? It usually starts 
with a small injury - from teeth braces, acci¬ 
dental biting and abrasion from the teeth. In 
some cases, it could be stress-related or may 
result from lack of vitamin B. 

If you have this problem like me. I’m sure 
you’ve tried a lot of home remedies that don’t 
really work. I consulted Dr. Elmer de la Cruz, 
an ear, nose and throat specialist, and he taught 
me some tricks to cure this ailment. 

1. Use Solcoseryl dental paste which is ap¬ 
plied to the sore three to five times a day. It 
has an anesthetic effect and numbs the pain. 

2. Eat yogurt. According to De la Cruz, 
yogurt is particularly helpful because it coats 
all the canker sores, even in places where it is 
hard to reach, like the throat and inner gums. 
I take one to two tablespoons of yogurt every 
hour or so. This is just enough to cover the 
sores and hasten its healing. 

3. Consider taking antibiotics, like Amoxi¬ 
cillin 500 mg capsule, three times a day for 
five days. Sometimes, there is an accompany¬ 
ing sore throat or inflamed tonsils which can 
benefit from antibiotics. Ask your doctor first. 

4. Drink eight to 12 glasses of water a day. 
Drinking lots of water will keep your mouth 
wet and help lubricate the throat area. Water 
also loosens sticky phlegm. 

5 . Avoid sour and salty food. Acidic fruits 
like pineapple, orange and green mango can 
irritate canker sores. Watermelon, however, is 
soothing to the sore. Avoid eating nuts, chips 
or pretzels which can reinjure the sore. 

6. Don’t eat and talk at the same time. Bite 
slowly and carefully. 

7. Take multivitamins with vitamin B and 
C. It can probably help, too. 

8. Sleep and take the day off If your mouth 
sore is stress-related, it pays to rest your body 
and sleep a lot. Most sores go away in a week 
or two. If it persists, see your ENT doctor. 
Warts 

One out of four people develops warts 
sometime in their lives. Warts are small, gray¬ 


Remedies for canker sores, 
warts and cold sores 


ish skin growths that are caused by the human 
papillomavirus (HPV). Warts often feel rough 
and can look ugly. They usually grow on the 
hands and fingers. 

Are warts contagious? Yes, they are. You 
can get warts by getting in contact with dirty 
swimming pools, dressing rooms and sharing 
personal items. To prevent getting warts, don’t 
share brushes, combs, nail clippers and towels 
with other people. 

The usual medical treatment is for the 
doctor to remove the wart by burning, cutting 
or scraping it. Another option is to try some 
home remedies. 

1. Observe the wart. Around 40 percent of 
warts disappear on its own within two years. 
However, if the warts are growing bigger 



or increasing in number, you need to see a 
dermatologist. 

2. Keep your hands and feet as dry as pos¬ 
sible. Warts thrive on moist areas. Keep your 
feet and hands very dry. Wear slippers and 
change socks often. 

3. Wash your hands several times a day. 
Good personal hygiene will prevent the wart 
from spreading to other areas. 

4. Soak the wart in lukewarm water for 10 
minutes. This will soften the wart and make it 
easier for the medicine to penetrate it. 

5 . Apply an anti-wart solution or a wart 
pad. These con¬ 
tain salicylic 
acid, which helps 
soften and cure 
the wart. But this 
can take a few 
weeks, so you 
have to be pa¬ 
tient. However, 
don’t use salicylic 
acid if you have 
diabetes, a weak- 
ened immune 
system, or poor 
circulation. Ask 


your doctor first. 

6. Try white vinegar. Soak a cotton ball 
with pure white vinegar, which is really acetic 
acid. Tape it with a band-aid over the wart 
overnight. Make sure that the cotton is fully 
soaked so that it will seep into the wart. Do 
this daily for two weeks or more. Change the 
band-aid and cotton ball every day. The wart 
will swell and may become painful as it reacts 
with the vinegar. Slowly, it will turn black and 
will be gone in about two weeks. 

7. Alternately, you can try “duct tape thera¬ 
py.” A 2002 study showed that placing a small 
duct tape over the wart overnight for several 
days can cure the wart. Duct tape somehow 
dehydrates and dries up the wart. However, it 
may take a few weeks to cure. 

8. Relax. Warts may also be stress-related. 
Some doctors suggest that positive thinking 
may help cure the wart. Of course, you may 
consult your dermatologist for a faster and 
effective treatment. 

Cold sores 

Almost 80 percent of people have a hid¬ 
den Herpes simplex 1 virus infection in their 
bodies. It is this virus that could reemerge as 
a cold sore during hot weather, stress, fatigue, 
lack of sleep or menstruation. 

What’s a cold sore? It is seen as a reddish 
swelling of the upper lip, usually near the 
middle. A cold sore starts as small vesicles 
that turn into a reddish blister in a day or two. 
Because the cold sore virus affects the nerve, 
there is a characteristic numbness of the area. 

A cold sore is contagious so don’t share 
personal items like utensils, razors or towels. 
This is how doctors quickly cure a cold sore: 

1. Immediately apply anti-viral cream. 
Apply Acyclovir 5% cream on the sore every 
two hours for a total of five to six times a day. 
The Acyclovir cream can halt the virus. 



2. Take Valciclovir 500 mg tablet twice a 
day for seven days. This anti-viral drug will 
quicken the healing process. Just remember 
to take the tablets within 24 hours from the 
emergence of the sore. 

3. Change your toothbrush. The cold sore 
virus is contagious and could be hiding in 
your toothbrush. Once the sore heals, discard 
your toothbrush and use a new one. 

4. Change your toothpaste. Again, the 
virus could have infected your toothpaste 
through your toothbrush. Change it. 

5 . Find out what caused the cold sore. If 
stress is the reason, find out how you can limit 
your stress. Delegate or lessen your workload. 

6. Keep cool. Too much sunlight can trig¬ 
ger a sore. Use a sun block or stay indoors. 

7. Sleep and relax. Watch television, read 
a book and chill out. Your body can fight the 
infection better if it is well rested. 

8. You may exercise moderately. A little 
exercise is good but not too much while you 
still have the sore. 

9. Don’t worry about your appearance. 
Sometimes, worrying about what other people 
will say can add to your stress. If anyone no¬ 
tices, just tell them it’s a pimple. After seven to 
10 days, your cold sore will be cured. Consult 
your dermatologist to be sure. 

Images from httpiUwww. wikihow. com!. 
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The Romance of the Three Kingdoms 

The Battle at 
the Red Gift 

Fifth oft six parts 


T he next day, Zhou Yu called all 
the generals and announced, “Cao 
Cao claims that he has 1,000,000 
soldiers. I don’t think that we can 
defeat Cao Cao quickly, so everyone should 
round up at least enough supplies for three 
months.” 

Soon after his announcement. General 
Huang Gai stepped forward and said loudly, 
“Even if we have enough supplies for 30 
months, it will still be useless. I think if we 
cannot defeat Cao Cao this month, we had 
better surrender as Zhang Zhao advised.” 

Zhou Yu replied angrily, “Sun Quan said 
anyone who wanted to surrender to Cao Cao 
should be killed. If you are not punished, why 
should others obey orders?” 

Huang Gai said, “Three generations of my 
family have served the Wu Kingdom since I 
followed General Sun Jian to fight for the 
founding of the kingdom. When we were 
fighting to found this kingdom, you didn’t 
even exist.” 

Zhou Yu ordered the soldiers to take 
Huang Gai out and kill him at once. “Kill 
Huang Gai immediately!” 

General Gan Ning begged Zhou Yu to save 
Huang Gai, “Huang Gai is our oldest general. 
Please spare his life this time.” Without 
waiting for Gan Ning to finish, Zhou Yu 
ordered his guards to beat him. 

The other generals knelt down and begged 
Zhou Yu not to kill Huang Gai. They argued 


that killing a senior general before attacking 
an enemy would be very bad for morale. It 
would be better to punish Huang Gai after 
defeating Cao Cao. 

Because so many of the generals wanted 
Huang Gai to live, Zhou Yu relented, “I will 
spare Huang Gai’s life this time. But he will 
be flogged 100 lashes instead.” 

Nobody dared to disobey Zhou Yu’s order. 
The soldiers took off Huang Gai’s uniform 
and pushed him on to the ground and started 
the flogging. After 50 lashes, Huang Gai was 
bruised and lacerated. 

Seeing this, the other generals begged 
Zhou Yu to stop the flogging. Zhou Yu 
ignored them and stalked into his tent. 

Lu Su went to look for Zhuge Liang and 
pleaded, “Today Zhou Yu is very angry. He 
was beating Huang Gai just now. Since we 
report to him, we cannot make him stop. You 
are a guest. Why don’t you reason with him?” 

Zhuge Liang said with a smile, “Punishing 
Huang Gai is a ruse to win the confidence of 
the enemy. One was willing to beat; the other 
was willing to be beaten. Why should I tell 
them to stop?” 

Lu Su suddenly understood the truth. 

Huang Gai returned to his tent to heal his 
wounds. His friend Han Ze came to see him. 
Huang Gai told him about the plot and said 
that he needed a messenger to take a letter 
to Cao Cao offering surrender. Han Ze was 
flattered, and he agreed to take Huang Gai’s 



letter to Cao Cao. 

Huang Gai wrote his letter offering to 
surrender and gave it to Han Ze. When 
darkness fell, Han Ze disguised himself as a 
fisherman and sailed to the north bank of the 
river. When he arrived at Cao Cao’s camp, he 
was stopped by Cao Cao’s patrols. 

Han Ze said, “I am a staff officer from Wu 
Kingdom and I have an important secret to 
report to Premier Cao Cao.” 

Cao Cao’s soldiers guided Han Ze into a 
tent brigthly lit with candles and lamps. Cao 
Cao demanded that Han Ze tell him his real 


purpose for coming to his camp. 

Han Ze answered with a hopeless expression 
on his face, “I have been told that you are a 
person who appreciates intelligent people. But 
now I know it is not true.” 

Cao Cao answered, “You are an emissary 
from an enemy force. I must question you 
when you come alone.” 

Han Ze said, “The old general Huang 
Gai from Wu Kingdom advised Zhou Yu 
to surrender to you. Prime Minister, but he 
was badly beaten as a result. Huang Gai now 
hates Zhou Yu and wants to surrender to you. 
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Huang Gai 
asks Han Ze 
to take his 
message to 
Cao Cao. 


Since I am his good friend, I have come here 
with his letter, and I want to know if you will 
accept his offer or not.” 

Han Ze passed Huang Gai’s letter to Cao 
Cao. Cao Cao read, “...Here every official 
hates the imperious and despotic Zhou Yu. 
I have decided to surrender to you. Prime 
Minister. If you accept my offer, I will lead 
my troops, with weapons and fodder, to 
surrender to you...” 

While Cao Cao was reading the letter, 
a servant came in and whispered to him. 
Cao Cao said, “Show me the letter at once!” 
Then the servant passed another letter to 
Cao Cao. 

Han Ze glanced furtively at Cao Cao. 
Seeing the pleased expression on Cao Cao’s 
face, Han Ze concluded, “It must be news 


of the punishment of Huang Gai, which has 
been sent here secretly by Gai Zhong and 
Cai He.” 

After reading the letter, Cao Cao said to 
Han Ze, “Please go back to Wu Kingdom and 
tell Huang Gai to arrange a meeting place 
so that I can send my troops to escort him.” 

Han Ze agreed and sailed back across the 
river. Then he reported all the details of his 
meeting with Cao Cao to Huang Gai. 

After receiving Huang Gai’s letter, Cao Cao 
felt enormously proud of his success. 

In mid-November, he inspected his navy 
and saw all his warships tied together with 
iron chains floating gently on the waves. He 
was satisfied his soldiers could fight on the 
ships as well as they could on the ground. 

Cao Cao’s staff officer Cheng Yu argued, 
“Although it is easier for our 
soldiers if we connect the 
warships with iron chains, it 
will be difficult to resist a fire 
attack from Zhou Yu. We must 
prepare for it.” 

Cao Cao laughed loudly and 
said, “A fire attack can not be 
made without the help of the 
wind. Now it is winter time, and 
only the northwest wind blows. 
If Zhou Yu starts a fire attack 
against the northwest wind, 
surely they will burn themselves 
up.” 

All the other officers agreed 
with Cao Cao and praised his 
keen observation. 

Although Zhou Yu had 
decided to make a fire attack, 
and Huang Gai had succeeded in 
deceiving Cao Cao with his offer 



Zhuge Liang presents the remedy for Zhou Yu’s illness. 


to surrender, Zhou Yu was still very worried. 
The northwest wind continued to blow, and 
out of frustration he fell ill. 

Lu Su told Zhuge Liang the news of Zhou 
Yu’s illness. Zhuge Liang smiled, “Lu Su, I can 
cure your marshal.” 

Then Lu Su and Zhuge Liang went to see 
Zhou Yu. Zhou Yu said with a sigh, “No one 
can predict his own health.” 

Zhuge Liang smiled, “And how can a man 
predict the weather?” 

Zhou Yu was taken aback when he heard 
this and wondered if Zhuge Liang could read 
his mind. Then he asked Zhuge Liang for 
his remedy. 

Zhuge Liang wrote down the remedy and 


passed it to Zhou Yu saying, “This will cure 
you.” 

Zhou Yu looked at it. “To defeat Cao Cao, 
a fire attack is the only way. Everything is 
ready except the east wind.” 

Again, Zhou Yu was astonished, and he 
realized he could not outwit Zhuge Liang. 
Then he told Zhuge Liang all his worries 
about the upcoming battle. (P 

To be continued 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (DDDDDD 
DDDDDD), vol. 8. Hilit Publishing Co. 

Ltd. (DDDDDDDDDDDD )H990. 
Illustrations by Dai Dunbang (DDD), Luo 
Xixian (DDD) and Wang Chonggui (DDD)- 


When wordsfail, use idioms... 


Hokkien style (31) 

By Eleanor Tan 

Hokkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has grown and evolved, taking on a life 
of its own. Sometimes words simply fail us. With some creativity, Tsinoys 
have strung together words to form colorful phrases that simply hit the 
bulfs eye. Here are some expressions unique to Hokkien as favored by Tsinoys. 



DDDD 

hu-e pa ni niao 

flowers not 
arranged 

colorful but mixed up and 
uncoordinated 

DDDD 

in tsui in tsi 

answering with 
mouth and tongue 

answering back 
impolitely 

DDDD 

sa^ simnengee 

three hearts, 
two ideas 

indecisive 

D D 

sing sim 

true heart 

religious, devoted, 
sincere 

DDD 

di beh po 

lady who 

incessantly butts in 

annoying, intrusive, 
unladylike person 
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By Grace Pe-Bacani 


D o you believe in ghosts? I didn’t 
used to, but now I have to admit 
that I do. 

I think back to the big ancient house in 
Santol that my grandparents lived in, where 
Japanese soldiers were reportedly killed, 
and the haunting feeling that someone (or 
something) is just beside you while you 
walked the long corridor to the bathroom, 
and if you turned your head fast enough, 
you will see it. The fear of actually seeing 
something kept me looking resolutely straight 
ahead. 

But what this particular question brought 
back most vividly was the time I worked at 
Jollibee as a supervisor, almost 30 years ago. 

The Jollibee outlet was right next door to 
a multi-story cinema complex which housed 
nine movie theaters. The story circulating was 
that the movie house was haunted - a fire had 
broken out a few years back and people who 
were trapped inside died. 

Strange things started happening almost 
as soon as we opened the outlet. 

A staff member recounted how his hair 
stood on end when he was alone in the supply 
room, as if there was somebody behind him. 

Another reported seeing a burned woman 
with tears running down her face standing in 
a corner of the men’s restroom. The girlfriend 
of one of the staff also claimed to have seen 
a crying woman and a child in the women’s 
restroom. 

These claims would have been easy to 
dismiss, save for the fact that despite nine 
movie houses, the place wasn’t doing well. 
Which meant that Jollibee wasn’t getting 
much business either. 

Our manager began to worry and insisted 
that our place needed to be blessed. So we 
asked a priest to come and bless the outlet. 
He went from room to room, from the front 
to the back, from ground floor to second 
floor, pronouncing blessing on each area. He 
said afterwards that he could feel unhappy 
souls trapped there. Whether or not this is 
true, I can’t say. He’d been on television, so 




I had regarded him more as a TV personality 
than a priest. 

I didn’t feel anything at all. But that was 
soon to change. 

One night, when we were closing up, the 
staff and I stood outside with a flashlight 
waiting for the other supervisor, Nina, to 
turn off the lights inside the outlet. I have to 
explain that the outlet’s only source of light 
came from the front glass walls. Once the 
shutters came down, it is pitch black inside 


and whoever turns the lights off would need 
the flashlight as guide to get out. 

Anyway, that night she frantically came 
running out, which surprised us all as she 
was a mature and sedate kind of person. 
She pulled me to one side and asked if there 
were other offices on the floor above aside 
from ours. I gave a surprised no. 

Later, when we were alone, she confided 
that as she started walking out towards us, 
there was a sudden loud noise above which 
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frightened her. I was a bit skeptical, as we on 
the outside never heard a thing. At least we 
didn’t that night. 

On another night, however, we were doing 
inventory. There were only four of us - a staff 
member, Nina, the security guard and me. 
Late in the evening, around 11 p.m. or maybe 
later, we heard a sudden noise above us, like 
tables and chairs being pushed around, the 
kind of scraping, grating noise students make 
when getting up from their chairs, in a hurry 
to leave the classroom. 

And just as suddenly, the noise stopped. 
The suddenness and the level of noise startled 
us all into immobility. Then, I sprang up the 
stairs to see what was going on, thinking that 
some prank was being played. Nina shouted 
at me not to go up, while the security guard 
was forced to follow behind me. 

I glanced behind me briefly and saw the 
gun in his shaking hand, pointed at my back. 
At that time, the only thought I had was: 
good, we have protection. 

Only afterwards did I realize that if he 
had fired by mistake, I would have been shot 
dead - and most likely added another ghost 
haunting the place. 

We made our way up - and saw nothing. 
Everything was in its place. The few chairs 
were in the office, not enough to make the 
kind of noise we heard. The supply room 
was orderly. 

I made for the restrooms, with the security 
guard reluctantly following behind. Nothing. 
Then I headed for the staff rest room, an 
enclosed space with no windows. Nothing. 

But as we turned to leave, we heard a 
crinkle, like that of unwrapping a piece of 
candy. But there was nobody in the room. 

I looked at the frightened face of the 
security guard and said: “ Walang tao no^. Wala 
tayong nakita^ He nodded. 

We went down and tried to act as if 
nothing had happened. I remember Nina 
had her hands clasped close to her chest 
while she waited anxiously for us to come 
back down. We hurried through our work 
and left, together. 

That was the last time I experienced 
anything supernatural. There may have 
been other occasions, but I left a few 
months afterwards (nothing to do with 
the ghosts) so I wouldn’t know. What I do 
know is that the blessing didn’t work. 

The trapped souls (if they were indeed 
the ones) were still there and heaven knows 
how they will be saved - if they want to be 
saved. Or if they are trapped souls or some 
other unexplained phenomena. 

So, that’s my ghost story, and it’s a true 
story, the only one that I actually experienced. 

And my takeaway from this story is: always 
let the security guard with the gun walk in 
front of you. 
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Traditional “huanyin^’ by students as Chinese President Xi Jinping and President Duterte walk 
through Tiananmen Square. 


STATE VISIT, from p. 16 

the full recovery of China and Philippines 
friendship back to the normal level.” 

He announced that the two countries 
agreed to return to the track of bilateral con¬ 
sultations and dialogue to resolve disputes in 
the South China Sea. It is China’s preferred 
mode, rejecting the ruling of the Perma¬ 
nent Court of Arbitration that invalidated 
its sweeping nine-dash line over the South 
China Sea. 

The ruling of the arbitration court was 
nowhere to be found in the joint statement 
issued after the visit. It only emphasized the 
need to resolve differences “through friendly 
consultations and negotiations by sovereign 
states directly concerned,” in accordance with 
international law. 

“In addition to and without prejudice to 
other mechanisms, a bilateral consultation 
mechanism can be useful, which will meet 
regularly on current and other issues of con¬ 
cern to either side on the South China Sea. 
Both sides also agree to explore other areas of 
cooperation,” the joint statement said. 

It was the “general principle” that Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay, Jr. was refer¬ 
ring to when he was asked by reporters on the 
eve of Duterte’s meeting with Xi if the South 
China Sea issue would be taken up. He said 
that it was not the right time to discuss access 
for Filipino fishermen in Scarborough Shoal 
nor the Philippines’ victory in The Hague. 

Yasay won’t use the word “allow” because 
it would be as if the Philippines is conceding 
that China owns Scarborough Shoal. If the 
South China Sea issue ever came up, Yasay 
said, it would only be to lay out general 
principles for future talks. 

But Duterte said he did raise with Xi 
the issue of Filipino’s fishing rights in 
Scarborough Shoal during their private tete- 
a-tete. “Yes, of course, we did. I leave it to 
the Chinese authorities what they will do in 
the next few days,” Duterte told reporters in 
Davao upon arriving from China. “Let us see 
what develops in the days to come.” 

Good news may be forthcoming, if a Glob¬ 
al Times editorial from another state-owned 
newspaper could be an indication. “A flexible 
fishing policy will bring the Sino-Philippine 
relationship to a new stage,” it said, improving 
its tone on the eve of Duterte’s visit. “As a ma¬ 
jor power, China should express its goodwill 
to Filipino fishermen and their president at 
this time,” it added. 

Areas of cooperation 

Meantime, both governments agreed to 
move forward on areas they could cooperate 
in. Presidents Duterte and Xi witnessed the 
signing of a record 13 agreements during the 
visit. Attention was given to the President’s 
war on drugs with the Philippine Drug 


Enforcement Agency and China’s Narcotics 
Control Bureau of the Ministry of Public 
Security signing a Protocol on Cooperation. 

A day earlier, the President was shown a 
blueprint for a proposed drug addiction treat¬ 
ment center to be donated by the Friends of 
the Philippines Foundation. 

As if to reward the new administration’s 
friendly stance toward China, the announce¬ 
ment of the lifting of fruit products and the 
travel advisory against the Philippines was 
timed during the visit. Despite its huge popu¬ 
lation, China only ranked third behind South 
Korea and the United States as top source of 
tourists in the Philippines from January to 
July 2016, according to DOT data. 

That number was already an improvement 
from the same period last year but more 
Chinese tourists still preferred Thailand, 
South Korea, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, 
the U.S., and Indonesia as their destination 
of choice. The Department of Tourism and 
China’s National Tourism Administration 
signed an implementation program for tour¬ 


ism cooperation in the hopes of improving 
the numbers. 

The coast guards of the two countries also 
signed an agreement to establish a Joint Coast 
Guard Committee on Maritime Cooperation, 
expected to lessen the tension in disputed 
waters. Several more agreements were signed 
covering economic and technical cooperation, 
transportation infrastructure cooperation, 
strengthening trade, agriculture, and media 
exchange and training. 

Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez announced 
that the value of the investments and credit 
facility bagged by the Philippines during the 
state visit amounted to US$24 billion that 
could generate at least two million jobs in 
the next five years. But some of the deals have 
been put into question as some of the Chinese 
firms were found to have controversial track 
records. 

China Harbour Engineering Co. Ltd., 
for instance, which signed memoranda of 
understanding for the Davao Coastline Port 
Development Project and the Manila Harbor 


Center Reclamation Project, is a subsidiary 
of China Communications Construction 
Company, which was debarred by the World 
Bank for its projects in 2011 until 2017 for 
“fraudulent practices.” 

Another CCCC subsidiary, CCCC 
Dredging Company, which signed an MOU 
for the Cebu International and Bulk Termi¬ 
nal Project, was involved in the construction 
of artificial islands in the South China Sea. 
China CAMC Engineering, which expressed 
interest in doing business in infrastructure, 
agriculture, and transportation, is an affiliate 
of Sinomach, the contractor of the botched 
NorthRail project. Will the outcome be dif¬ 
ferent this time? 

President Duterte gave the assurance to 
President Xi and a gathering of Filipino 
and Chinese businessmen that there will be 
“absolutely no corruption.” 

The gains of the visit were almost over¬ 
shadowed by the President’s explosive state¬ 
ment at the Philippines-China Trade and 
Investment Forum, also held at the Great 
Hall of the People. 

“In this venue, your honors in this venue, 
I announce my separation from United 
States... both in military, not the social... 
but economic,” Duterte said, leaving his 
spokespersons to clarify the next day that it 
did not mean abandoning the Philippines’ 
treaties and agreements with the United 
States but only broadening its base of trade 
and investment relations. 

Duterte himself clarified later that it did 
not mean severing ties with the U.S. But it 
was enough to create a sort of geopolitical 
smog, an uncertainty about the country’s 
relations with its neighbors. (p 

The author covered President Dutertes visit 
to China for ABS-CBN News. He also covered 
President Aquino's state visit to China in 2011. 



The author in front of the Great Hall of the 
People. 






























































